A & P 241:  Human Anatomy and Physiology I

Gary Brady / SFCC Life Sciences / 2015-2016
GENERAL ANATOMICAL TERMS FOR BONY MARKINGS
TERM                         DESCRIPTION
Major Features:

Body                        Main portion of bone

Head                        Enlarged, often rounded, end

Neck                        Portion between head and body 

Margin or border            Edge   

Angle                       Bend

Ramus                       Branch off body beyond angle 

Condyle                     Smooth rounded articular surface

Facet                       Small flat articular surface

Ridges:
Line or linea               Low ridge

Crest                       Prominent ridge

Spine                       High sharp ridge

Projections:

Spinous process             Sharp slender projection

Tubercle                    Small rounded projection

Tuberosity                  Large rounded projection

Trochanter                  Large projection found only

                            on the proximal femur

Epicondyle                  Projection above a condyle

Openings:

Foramen                     Hole (plural = Foramina)

Nutrient foramen            Hole that conveys blood vessel
                            supplying the bone

Canal or Meatus             Tunnel-like passageway
Fissure                     Cleft or narrow slit

Sinus or labyrinth          Air pocket or cavity

Depressions:

Fossa                    General term for shallow depression

Notch                    Depression in the margin of a bone

Fovea                    Little pit

Groove or sulcus         Furrow along a bone that holds a

                         blood vessel, nerve or tendon
